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Teacher: Alan Blaustein
Office Hours:  Monday and Wednesday, 3-4pm 
Phone:  631.805.7074
Email:
alan.blaustein.hs@equalitycharterschool.org
Welcome to Global History 3 and 4 Fall/Winter/Spring 2015-2016! My name is Alan Blaustein, I will be your instructor, and this year, we will be exploring reading, writing, speaking, listening and using language to the very best of your ability! 
Equality Charter High School frames its 8 credit, Common Core aligned, 4 year History sequence in Engage NY's Expeditionary Learning (EL). The 10th Grade History Curriculum is designed to be rich with creative, critical thinking projects that are co-created by teachers, and portfolio presentations given by students, as well as underpinned by skills and standards from PARCC that inform our moves toward Regents Readiness, and College and Career Readiness. 
The 10th grade History curriculum includes... 
· Common Core Standards and Skills
· Complex, College Ready Texts
· Essays, Discussions, Research Projects
· Creative projects and presentations
· Independent Reading and Writing
At the end of 10th grade History, students will have produced a portfolio of the following items:
· One evidence-based analytical essay
· Two argumentative essays and subsequent
     speeches
· One informational piece in a collective book
· One informational/persuasive speech
· One research project and presentation
Towards the end of the year, the presentations will shift to your own work: we will keep a portfolio of everything we do, and you will present your best work at the end of the year! Throughout the year, we will have interdisciplinary project presentations as well. It is my hope that through this course we will, together, better understand History. We will work to make it a safe space to share what you are learning, to listen to one another, to support & challenge one another, and we will engage in rigorous work. I hope you will enjoy the course and the variety it offers you: I am delighted to be your instructor, and look forward to a fantastic semester! 
With excitement for the year ahead, 

( Mr. Blaustein
Units, Projects, Texts

	FALL

· Political and Social Changes: 
Prove that Magellan Was Guilty
In the Fall, students will engage in reading high-level texts about the foundations of revolutionary thought and how that thought contributed to the political and social changes occurring prior to 1850. Then they will engage in a mock trial that will prove Ferdinand Magellan’s guilt or innocence.
WINTER

· Conquest and Conflict: 
The Revolution WILL Be Televised
In the Winter, students will engage in reading high-level texts about Imperialism, Revolutions and other conflicts. Additionally, they will pick one revolution studied to create a movie about that revolution to present at The Revolutionary Film Festival in November. 
SPRING

· Conquest and Conflict: 
Was the treaty of Versailles the Prelude to World War II?
In the Spring, students will engage in reading high-level texts about Imperialism and Conflict, to discuss and to debate, via argumentative essays on the themes and central ideas in the texts. Additionally, they will engage in a "DEBATE IT!" project: students will examine the Treaty of Versailles and determine if it was the cause of the Second World War. They will share this, and their best pieces from their Fall and Winter units, in end-of-year portfolio presentations/celebrations! 




Course Goals

1.) To learn more about yourself as a person, as a seeker of knowledge (student).
2.) To learn more about each other as people and students.
3.) To improve your writing skills such that you leave tenth grade a more powerful, believable young historian than you were in the eighth grade.
4.) To improve your reading skills such that you can understand (comprehend) the text, pick apart (analyze) sections of text, state your supported opinion (interpret) what the author is saying, and enjoy what you read.
5.) To improve your oratory (speaking) skills such that you can both read aloud and share your thoughts in class discussions with ease and confidence. 
6.) To improve your participation skills such that your homework habits, your in-class speaking and listening skills and your group work bring you success.
7.) To meet or exceed the History content/skill goals for a tenth grade student.
8.) To pass the Global History exam with a 90 or higher. Yes, I’m very serious. The Goal is to be a SUPERSTAR on the STATE TEST!


How will I demonstrate that I reach these goals?

(What work will I be completing in this course?)

All of the work that you do for this course is important, and all of it will be graded.  Everything we do in here is valuable and is worth points toward your grade.  You will receive regular progress reports so that you always know how you are doing.


Examples of Assignments

· Classwork and In-Class Participation

Individual and group reading, writing, discussing and reflecting

· Homework assignments

One page freewrites, reaction papers, reading, vocabulary, and other writing assignments

*Note:  I do not give homework unless I think it is important and will help you better understand what is happening in class.  Therefore, when you get a homework assignment, know that it is important and should be completed on time and to the best of your ability.  Late homework is accepted, but is lowered a grade. 

· Reading and Vocabulary Quizzes 

· Essays, personal and analytical, of varying lengths

· Projects
Grading

Grades are calculated on a percentage system.  Assessments are worth 70%, homework is worth 15% and class participation (class work) is also worth 15%. Within those categories certain assignments will be weighted. For example, assessments include tests, quizzes, projects and essays. However, a quiz will not have the same point value as a full period test so while the test may be worth 100 points, a quiz may only be worth 20 points. The same holds true for any homework or class work.  A more complex homework task may be assigned more points than one that is not as comprehensive.
Sample grade:


Assessment average 80%


Classwork average:   100%


Homework average: 20%


Your grade:

76%, C
Discipline Policy

You are expected to follow all Equality High School guidelines while you are in this classroom.  You are also expected to follow all in-class guidelines that we will co-create today. In addition, there are some procedures that will make our time flow more smoothly, our space more easy to share, and our work time more successful.

Your class participation grade will reflect how well you follow these guidelines.  We are part of a space where respect is given and respect is expected.  To create a productive learning environment, we have the following procedures:

· Be prepared.  

Bring your materials:  pen, notebook, binder, book, homework to class with you. Do your work.  

· Be on task during class time.  

· Do not distract from the learning of others.

· Take a pass to go to the bathroom.

· Be polite, respectful and encouraging to your classmates and teachers.

If these procedures are violated, it breaks down the trust between us, and the learning environment in our room.  

So, failure to follow these procedures or the class rules that we will create today may result in any one or all of the following…


I will respect you like adults and I expect you to do the same for me and for each other.  Our classroom needs to be a safe and pleasant place.

How can I get extra help?

We want to be sure you have the resources and support that you need to succeed in this course.  You can ask me or ask a peer during an appropriate time.  You can phone me at 631.805.7074 or phone a peer. Let me know what I can do to help you most this year.  My email is alan.blaustein@equalitycharterschool.org and I check it at least once per day.
Things I want to have achieved in History by June before 11th Grade are:

A note to Adults at home:  
My name is Alan Blaustein and I am delighted to be teaching your child this year.  I will be contacting you soon to introduce myself and to give you my contact information.  Please feel free to call me or email me whenever you like to check in on your child’s progress or to speak with me about the class.  My phone number is 631.805.7074 and my email address is alan.blaustein@equalitycharterschool.org. I look forward to knowing you this year.

We will be reading books, poems and articles about important issues such as race, class and gender inequality.  Equality 10th Graders study historical documents and prepare for their state exam as well as learn how to be better readers, writers and speakers.  The works we will be reading do contain sensitive passages.  We will prepare for and discuss the texts in thoughtful ways, unpacking how society and text go hand in hand, seeking to better understand our world.  

We may view portions of or entire movies to better understand the texts.  While most of the films are rated PG or PG-13, some are rated R.  We would not show films unless we deemed them really essential to what we are studying, but we also recognize your right to monitor what your children see.  We will always discuss, debrief and explore the reasons for violence and profanity, and create a space for students to share their reactions.

New this year is our History Department’s website. This is where articles and assignments will be posted. Students will be given hard copies but if they are lost or misplaced this will serve as an alternative source for them thus eliminating a common excuse for a lack of homework completion. The address for the website is as follows: www.socialstudiesecs.weebly.com 
Finally, in addition to the general supply list you received from the school, we are requiring that each scholar have a 2-inch three ring binder to store articles, handouts and returned student work. These binders will serve as the basis for the scholars’ presentation of learning at the end of the school year.

Please sign and detach the form 

Thank you for all that you do for our community and here’s to a great school year!

Best regards, 

Alan Blaustein

____________________________________________________________

I have read over this document and approve the texts and other materials for this course.

Your child’s name: ____________________________________________

Your name: __________________________________________________

Your signature: _______________________________________________



Study History. Study History. 


In History lies all of the secrets of the past. 


		             -Winston Churchill





That we do not learn much from the lessons of our history is the most important of all the lessons of history. 


			     -Aldous Huxley








* Not only do I believe that each of you is capable of reaching these goals,


I will work with you to help you achieve them.


Each of you are bright and thoughtful people who can achieve great success. *





A talk with the Dean





A step outside





A talk with me at lunch





A phone call home





A behavior contract
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